
Reading Suggestions: Mary Todd Lincoln 

 

Books & Biographies  
 

Baker, Jean H.  Mary Todd Lincoln: A Biography (New York: W. W. Norton & Co., 

1987). 

 

Brown, Mary Edwards (edited by Wayne C. Temple).  Mrs. Mary Edwards Brown Tells 

the Story of Lincoln’s Wedding (Harrogate, Tenn.: Lincoln Memorial University Press, 

1960). 

 

Donald, David Herbert.  Lincoln at Home: Two Glimpses of Abraham Lincoln’s Family 

Life (Simon & Schuster, 1999, 2000). 

 

Fleischner, Jennifer.  Mrs. Lincoln and Mrs. Keckley: The Remarkable Story of the 

Friendship Between A First Lady and a Former Slave (New York: Broadway Books, 

2004). 

 

Helm, Katherine.  The True Story of Mary, Wife of Lincoln; Containing the Recollections 

of Mary Lincoln’s Sister Emilie (Mrs. Benjamin Hardin Helm), Extracts from Her War-

Time Diary, Numerous Letters and Other Documents now First Published (New York: 

Harper & Brothers, 1928). 

 

Keckley, Elizabeth (edited by Frances Smith Foster).  Behind the Scenes; Formerly a 

Slave, but More Recently Modiste, and Friend to Mrs. Lincoln or, Thirty Years a Slave 

and Four Years in the White House (Chicago, Ill: R. R. Donnelley & Sons, 1998; Urbana, 

Ill.: University of Illinois Press, 2001). 

 

King, C. J.  Four Marys and a Jessie: The Story of the Lincoln Women (Manchester, Vt.: 

Friends of Hildene, Inc., 2005). 

 

Neely, Mark E., and McMurtry, R. Gerald.  The Insanity File: The Case of Mary Todd 

Lincoln (Carbondale, Ill.: Southern Illinois University Press, 1986). 

 

Ostendorf, Lloyd.  The Photographs of Mary Todd Lincoln (Springfield, Ill.: Illinois 

Historic Preservation Agency, 1989) 

 

Packard, Jerrold M.  The Lincolns in the White House: Four Years That Shattered a 

Family (St. Martin’s Griffin, 2006). 

 

Randall, Ruth Painter.  The Courtship of Mr. Lincoln (Boston, Mass.: Little, Brown & 

Co., 1957). 

 

_____.  I Mary: A Biography of the Girl Who Married Abraham Lincoln (Boston, Mass.: 

Little, Brown & Co., 1955). 
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_____. Mary Lincoln: Biography of a Marriage (Boston, Mass.: Little, Brown & Co., 

1953). 

 

Ross, Ishbel.  The President’s Wife: Mary Todd Lincoln, A Biography (New York: 

Putnam, 1973). 

 

Sandburg, Carl, and Angle, Paul M.  Mary Lincoln: Wife and Widow (New York: 

Harcourt, Brace & Co., 1932). 

 

Stone, Irving.  Mary Todd Lincoln, A Final Judgement? (Springfield, Ill.: Abraham 

Lincoln Association, 1973). 

 

Turner, Justin G., and Turner, Linda Levitt.   Mary Todd Lincoln: Her Life and Letters 

(New York: Knopf, 1972). 

 

Articles 
 

Bach, Jennifer L. “Acts of Remembrance: Mary Todd Lincoln and Her Husband’s 

Memory,” Journal of the Abraham Lincoln Association 25 (Summer 2004): 25-49. 

 

Baker, Jean H.  “Mary Todd Lincoln: Managing Home, Husband, and Children,” Journal 

of the Abraham Lincoln Association 11 (1990): 1-12. 

 

[Baringer, William E.] “‘My Tired & Weary Husband’: Mary Lincoln on Life in the 

Executive Mansion,” Abraham Lincoln Quarterly 4 (September 1946): 137-39. 

 

Burlingame, Michael.  “Honest Abe, Dishonest Mary,” Historical Bulletin of the Lincoln 

Fellowship of Wisconsin (Racine, Wis.: Lincoln Fellowship of Wisconsin, 1994). 

 

_____.  “The Lincolns’ Marriage: ‘A Fountain of Misery, of a Quality Absolutely 

Infernal,’”in Michael Burlingame, The Inner World of Abraham Lincoln (Urbana, Ill.: 

University of Illinois Press, 1994). 

 

Clinton, Catherine.  “Wife versus Widow: Clashing Perspectives on Mary Lincoln’s 

Legacy,” Journal of the Abraham Lincoln Association 28:1 (Winter 2007): 1-19. 

 

Hunt, Eugenia Jones.  “My Personal Recollections of Abraham Lincoln and Mary Todd 

Lincoln,” Abraham Lincoln Quarterly 3 (March 1945): 235-52. 

 

Randall, Ruth Painter.  “Mary Lincoln: Judgment Appealed,” Abraham Lincoln 

Quarterly 5 (September 1949): 379-404. 

 

Schwartz, Thomas F.  “Mary Todd’s 1835 Visit to Springfield, Illinois,” Journal of the 

Abraham Lincoln Association 26 (Winter 2005): 42-45. 
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_____, and Bauer, Kim M.  “Unpublished Mary Todd Lincoln,” Journal of the Abraham 

Lincoln Association 17 (Summer 1996): 1-21. 

 

_____, and Shaughnessy, Anne V.  “Unpublished Mary Lincoln Letters,” Journal of the 

Abraham Lincoln Association 11 (1990): 35-50. 

 

Sklar, Kathryn Kish.  “Victorian Women and Domestic Life: Mary Todd Lincoln, 

Elizabeth Cady Stanton, Harriet Beecher Stowe,” in Cullom Davis, ed., The Public and 

Private Lincoln: Contemporary Perspectives (Carbondale, Ill.: Southern Illinois 

University Press, 1979):  

 

Temple, Wayne C.  “Mary Todd Lincoln’s Travels,” reprinted from Journal of the 

Illinois State Historical Society, Vol. 52, No. 1 (Spring 1959). 

 

Wilson, Douglas L.  “William H. Herndon and Mary Todd Lincoln,” Journal of the 

Abraham Lincoln Association 22 (Summer 2001): 1-26. 

 

Juvenile Literature 
 

Anderson, LaVere.  Mary Todd Lincoln: President’s Wife (New York: Chelsea Juniors, 

1991). 

 

Ashby, Ruth.  Abraham & Mary Todd Lincoln (Milwaukee, Wis.: World Almanac 

Library, 2005). 

 

Collins, David R.  Shattered Dreams: The Story of Mary Todd Lincoln (Greensboro, 

N.C.: Morgan Reynolds, Inc., 1994). 

 

Hull, Mary E.  Mary Todd Lincoln: Tragic First Lady of the Civil War (Berkeley Heights, 

N.J.: Enslow Publishers, 2000). 

 

Larkin, Tanya.  What was Cooking in Mary Todd Lincoln’s White House? (New York: 

PowerKids Press, 2000, 2001). 

 

Rinaldi, Ann.  An Unlikely Friendship: A Novel of Mary Todd Lincoln and Elizabeth 

Keckley (Harcourt Children’s Books, 2007). 

 

Rutberg, Becky.  Mary Lincoln’s Dressmaker: Elizabeth Keckley’s Remarkable Rise from 

Slave to White House Confidante (New York: Walker, 1995). 

 

Santow, Dan.  Mary Todd Lincoln, 1818-1882 (Encyclopedia of First Ladies Series) 

(New York: Children’s Press, 1999). 

 

Wilkie, Katharine E.  Mary Todd Lincoln: Girl of the Bluegrass (Indianapolis, Ind.: Bob-

Merrill, 1954) (new edition, New York: Aladdin Books, 1992). 
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Fiction 
 

Hamby, Barbara.  The Emancipator’s Wife: A Novel of Mary Todd Lincoln (New York: 

Bantam Books, 2005). 

 

Newman, Janis Cooke.  Mary: A Novel (San Francisco, Calif.: MacAdam/Cage Pub., 

2006). 

 

Rogers, Gayle.  My Name Was Mary (Sojourner Publishers, 2003). 

 

Stone, Irving.  Love is Eternal: A Novel About Mary Todd and Abraham Lincoln (New 

York: Doubleday, 1954). 


